[Thrombectomy of the infra- and suprarenal cava to prevent pulmonary embolism in the presence of deep venous thrombosis. Personal experience with 11 surgically-treated cases].
DVT is a fairly frequent event and often fails to be recognised. Its main complication, pulmonary embolism, is the third cause of death in Italy with more than 70,000 deaths per annum. In the presence of infra- and suprarenal floating thrombi, cases in which the application of neither intraluminal nor extraluminal filters is indicated, the treatment of choice is thrombectomy with direct surgical access to the cava. Personal experience of 11 patients operated in the past 16 months with excellent surgical success is analysed. The indications and surgical techniques adopted are described.